nei. 


Ire, 
Ces 
rts 
yes 
1a- 
ld 

of 


ft 
le 





Pe Wie : + + ty - 
2a Te Sercks a ire Oe RS 





ee 


ng prey 





Vol. I. 


(5) 


Numb. 2; 


THE 


VISI 


ONS 


Sir Heifter Ryley: 


WITH OTHER 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 





CHednetyay Augult 23. 710. 


-" 





From my Houfe in St. James’s/ Square, 
Auguft 21. 


AST Night I fell into the 
Company of a Set of Men, 

1 know not. what to call 

them, unlefs they are the 
Offspring of Anaxagoras: 1 am {ure 
if they were not, they had read that 
Philofopher’s Works, and other Au- 
thors who join’d with him in Opini- 
vn about the firft Original of Things. 
Indeed they had alter’d many of his 
Expreffions with & quick Turn of 
Wit ; for they argued that the Sua 
was a Ficry Mafs compounded only 
of Stone or Iron, or that it was a 
Globe of Fire, composd of a Sul. 
phureous heap of Matter, cotiftantly 
fupply’d with frefh F ewel by Nature. 
I defired them to prove to, me by 
Reafon, that a Stone fhines in the 
Fire, or that Iron can burn, without 
wailting ; whereas the Sun alivays 


himfcl€ fo ridiculous’ as' they did!? 
pes ‘ ; r) For 


remains perfeét without Alteration : 
Or to tell me what Fewel it is which 
continually feeds that glorious Lamp 
of Heaven, with fo great a Variety 
of Mixt Bodies as keeps it bur- 
hing with fuch a perpetual Blaze, 
as fills the Univerfe with a 
Warmth or Heat fo cherifhing, that 
all Animals and Vegetables receive 
Light and Nourifhment thereby. 
Here the Gentlemen were ftruck {i- 
lent, and could not proceed any far- 
ther on that Point, but chang’d their 
Difcourfe by pleading that the firft 
Caufes of Things had in them the 
Charaéter of the Parts ; for as Dias 
monds or Pearls (faid they} are com- 
pos’d of fine Particlés united toge- 
ther, 0 like wife all this great World 


4s compos'd of like Particles, which 


make up the whole, and are the firft 
Mover of Things. I ask’d them 
Whether ever Heraclitus exprefs'd 

by od 


bi 
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For, to what purpoft is the Exam- 
pie oF Diamonds and Pear!s com- 
pos A.ofF fmalbPartigss united wee- 
ther ? Does this belong to Diamonds 
and Pearls more than to any other 
Mixt Body ? [told them they fhou!d 
have added, Tiat thofe minute Par- 
ticles which composd Preciovs 
Stones. are allo Precious Stones 
themfelves. And farther, 1 bid them 
conlider, Whether they thought this 
mighry Fabrick of the Heavens and 
Earth, which the Finger of God has 
fo curioufly knit together ia fuch a 
compleat Order and Drefs, laoks like 
an Work made up only of common 
Materials, which in the Abftract is 
nothing burt Earth? The Gentle- 
men being alfoconfuted in this Point, 
they began to argue, as if a vifible 
Mufcle were compos’d of feveral in- 
vilible Mufcles ; and that the Water 
which we fee fpringing out of the 
Veins of the Earth in a fultry hor 
Day, is compos'd of feveral little 
Drops, each whereof the Original is 
Water. [told them, that if it were 
as they affirm’d, the firlt Principles 
of Things would be as corrupuble 
as the moft compounded Bodies 
themfelves. This Confequence (faid 
1) draws two great Inconveniencies 
after it; One is, that the Difterence 
which ought to be between the Prin- 
ciples and the Compounds, is not to 
be found. The Difference I {peak 
otis, That the firft Principles ought 
always to remain the fame, though 
Mixt Bodies be never fo often de- 
ftroyed. Mixt Bodies only are born 
and die, and go through a thoufand 
Vicitiitudes ff Generation and Cor- 
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ruption g*but Principles retain their 
Narvre uachangeably, under all the 
Forms that are tucceilivel y ppeduc d. 
Antxagoray could rot fa) thts of his 
Principles; to give an Example of it, 
If thofe of Bones had the Nature of 
Bones, they were no lefs fubject ro 


Deftruétion than a great Heap of 


“Bones ¥ andfo likewile of the reff. 


For that valt Genius admitted no in- 
divilible: Parts in Marter. We hall 
fee hereafter, whether he could have 
fuppofed, that the Principles being 
Eternal and Uncreated, ought to be 
Incorruptible. The other Inconve- 
niency is. That the Deftru&tion of 
the ern Principles is nothing diffe. 
rent from what is call'd Annihilation: 
For when they ceafe to be, they are 
not diffolved.into other Subltances 
whereof they are made up ; fince the 
Simplicity that is peculiar to them, 
wiJ! not admit ofany Compefition ; 
they perifh then intirely, and are re- 
duced to nothing. Here they would 
have enlarged farther upon their 
wild Notions ; but! prevented it, by 
telling them that the Light of Na- 
ture cannot conceive that fuch a 
Change is poifible. The Deftru- 
étion of Compound Bodies is not 
fubject to this Difficulry ; they fub- 
fift always in their Principles: As 
for Example, (faid 1) Coals thar are 
confum’d in a Furnace, ceafe nor to 
exilt' as Matter, or. extended Sub- 
ftance; and fo the fame thing may 
be obferv’d in a thoufand other 
Cafes. 

What I urg’d to the Géntlemen 
further on titis Subje&t, mult be re- 
ferv'd to fll up part of another Pa- 
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por: For it is not expedient, that 
fuch high Flights of Philofophy, 
which are only proper for the ‘Valte 
of the more Learned and Rehned 
part of Mankind, fhould take up 
this whole half Sheet; bur fuch 
Nice Points as thef@, fhall often be 
inférted, purely for the Satisfaction 
of the Ingenious. 

St. Fames’s Square, Augult 22. 

My Brother’s Son and Daughter 
came to me this Morning, with the 
furprizing News that their Father 
died fuddenly, and defir'd me to give 
Directions for the Funeral. When 


J] hed chid them for the Gaiety of 


the Humour they difcovered upon 
this occafion ; I rold them the Corps 
fhould be laid in their Mother’s Se- 
pulchre in +#f2minfier-Abby, where 
al! their Anceflors lye interr’d. Here 
] cook the Opportunity to tell them 
that they mult now leave oft going 
to Balls and Merry-makings, thofe 
ChildifhE.ntertainments and bethink 
themfelves of becoming grave and 
difcreet : for (faid 1) the Eyes of all 
that know you will be obferving 
your Conduct. You have a plenti- 
ful Eftate ro poflefs, yet if you are 
not thrifty in the Management, it 
will not laft long. The eldeft of you 
is not yet Twenty Years old ; 1 would 
not have you marry till fome conft- 
derable time has pafs’d over your 
Heads and taught you more Expe- 
rience. Laman Old Man (faid 1) 
and have made Obfervation, that 
where Parents leave their Affairs to 
the fole Management of their Chik 
dren, (as it isin your Cafc) there 
have been ftrange Doings. Brothers 





and Sitters have fell out either about 
their Father's Watch, Diamond. 
Ring, or Scutore ; or their Mother's 
Jewels, Plate or Bracelets, cr fome 
trivial thing or other. IL remember 
a Brother and Sifter, (whofe Parents 
left above Five ‘Thoufand Pounds 
between them in Bills and Money) 
were foon brought to Penury, al 
by their difputing for fo filly aT rife 
as Six gilt Tea-Spoons. ‘The Bro- 
ther was making merry in his Cham- 
ber witha Friend over a Bottle of 
Wine. The Silter came into the 
Room in an angry Mood,open’d the 
Scrurore, took out the Spoons, and 
faid they were hers. He pufh’d her, 
and faid fhe fhould not carry them 
away. She call’d him a raw Boy that 
had neither Senfe nor good Manners 
to manage himéelf. Tele Expref- 
fions,he told her,touch’d bis Honour, 
and were not Words to .be given a 
Gentleman newly come to 23 Pof- 
feilion of his Eftate. She fell a weep- 
ing, Brother ({faid fhe) why do you 
deny me fuch a fmall thing, if you 
are not free, take them again, — 
are yours ; I took your Words very 
unkindly, when you faid I fhould 
not have them. He was fo far from 
coming toan Accommodation with 
his Sifter, that he told her the fhould 
out of the Houfe, and. protefted he 
would never fee her Face more, and 
fhut himfelf into his Clofet. In lefs 
than a Quarter of an Hour fhe fol- 
low'd him in a Rage, and broke in 
upon him; where fhe found him 
ranfacking among the Bills and 
Bonds, and fecusing the Gold. This 
Sight caft her into fuch,a violent. A+ 
gony, 








gony, that the cry’d out, Thieves! 
Rtorder ' and tore him by the Hair 
of the Head. Sirrah! (faid fhe) you 
fhal! not have my Portion; 1 will 
firt die a Martyr upon the {pot. 
‘The Noife was immediately heard 
in the Street, the People flock'd be- 
fore the Gate in Crowds ; and, ina 
Moment, fome were climbing over 
the Wall, others thrufting in ar the 
Kitchen-Door ; agd in the midit of 
the Scuftic between the Brother and 
Sifter, Villains enter'd in among the 
Mob, and under colour of parting 
the two Game-Champions, feiz'd 
upon the Bundle the Brother had 
pack’'d up ready to their Hands, 
Wherein was all the Treafure and 
Writings ; and went off clear with 
the Booty, leaving dear Ficth and 
Blood, to difpute the Cafe at leafure 
between themfelves. ‘Thus, my 
Kindred, { hope you'll be warn’d by 
this Example, and keep a Guard o- 
ver your Pailions: If a Difpute 
arifts about any trifling Thing 
that is not mentioned in your Fa. 
ther’s Will; lay it down upon the 
Ground, and fairly caft Lots who 
Thall take ic up. "Tis better to end 
a Conteft after this manner, than to 
let Sharpers run away with the 
whole Prize. At laft 1 work’d them 
into Tears, and they promis’d to 
remember my Sayings. After this 
wholfome Advice I arofe,and went to 
befpeak the Mourning, and fee that 
all Things of Value were fecured, 
till che Funeral is over, and an In- 
ventory can be taken of the Goods. 


Thad no fooner returned Home, 
but my Man gave me the follow- 
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ing Letter, with which, (becau ir 
came from a good Friend, and a 
Gentleman of Figure inthe World, 
though a jocofe Companion) I hall 
conclude this Paper. 


SIR, 


* T Have obferved that fome Gen- 
** tlemen have been very fhe in 
difcovering their Age ; bur this [ 
think may be laid down asaMaxim. 
The Women hide theirs with the 
greatelt Secrecy, which is the only 
Secret they can keep. Many of 
the Fair Sex have entrnfted me 
with their Jewels. their Plate and 
their Money. and even fometimes 
with their Love-Letters ; but none 
did ever imp rt to me their Age. 
I have been in Company with fome 
fo wife as to refolve upon a thing 
with great Firmnefs and Conftan- 
cy ; but I never fawany fo inge- 
nuous as to tell the exact Ycar 
in which they were born. 
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Fever Remain, &c. 
POSTSCRIPT. 


* Town my felf guilty of a Mi- 
ftake; I remember upon fecond 
Thoughts, that I knew a Lady 
who was real in this Refpe&, tho’ 
late: For the Night before fhe ar- 
rived at the Stage of Ninety Five 
Years, fhe brought forth a Copy 
taken out of the Regifter Book, 
ever fince fhe was a Maid of 
© Fifteen, which told: her Age toa 
* Day. 
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